M A ZENODI A N

“Learn what you are in the eyes of God”

Volume 26 • Issue 1 • April 2015
A publication for the community and friends of Mazenod College

“A Mazenod boy is one who knows himself, is
confident in his faith, and is prepared to use
his gifts to make a difference in his world.”
Father Peter Daly OMI
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Mazenod College opened it doors for
future families to explore the College
when we held our annual Open Day
on April 1. Students from Year 7 to
Where Are They Now?
Year 12 showed families everything
that Mazenod has to offer. Families
MOB Footy Tipping
experienced rockets being launched
Mazenod College Old Boys on the oval, regular musical and drama
performances, activities with the
different departments and a wonderful
afternoon tea provided by the fantastic
‘Mazza Mums’. We are all looking
forward to Open Day next year.
MOB Facts

Mazenodian is a publication of Mazenod
College.

Please Keep in Touch

OLD BOYS, PAST STUDENTS, STAFF AND FRIENDS

We welcome all former students, parents, friends and staff to renew their
association with the College and update their contact details.
Let us know where you are these days and what you are doing in your
family and working lives. Please email info@mobwa.com.au, or if you are
an Old Boy and would like to become a member of the MOB go online to
the MOB website www.mobwa.com.au and download the membership
form.
Alternatively you can telephone Jeremy Logan on (08) 9291 6500. Email
addresses are very important to us, as most communication is done via
this method.
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Please direct enquires regarding this
publication to:
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Telephone: (08) 9291 6500 or
E: opechowski.nicole@mazenod.wa.edu.au
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From the
Rector’s Desk
Fr Peter Daly OMI

WELCOME TO OUR new year
with the Mazenodian and its
new format. I hope that you like
it and that you also send in lots
of stories and photos to keep
all of the MOBA and the wider
Mazenod Community informed.
I would like to thank Jeremy
Logan for being “Mr MOBA” for
such a long time. His was on
an unchartered journey and he
undertook it with typical flair,
imagination and no fear of the
future! Thank Loges for who you
are and for what you have done
for the MOBA and the wider
Mazenod Community.
I would like to thank Leo
Conti (President) and the
new committee for 2015.
They deserve your support,
particularly as we charge
towards the 50th Jubilee of
the College in 2016. Much
preparation will take place for
the celebrations this year and
your ideas and support are vital.

2015 Mazenod Old Boys
Committee
President: Leo Conti (Class
of 1982) Vice President: Basil
Conti (Class of 1983) Treasurer:
Sean Cameron (Class of 1982)
Secretary: Bob Huston (Class of
1978)
I would also like to thank the
P&F of the College which has
raised much money over the
last few years and this year
has gifted the College with this
money for the benefit of the
boys. The following projects
have been funded by our Parent
Supporters:
* Basketball rings to be erected
in and around the tennis
courts (no lines for basketball);
* Library shelves as the first part
of the rejuvenation of the Library;
* Extraction Unit for D&T Laser
Cutter; * Annual sponsor
Literature Festival; * Portable
sound system for gym and other
areas in the College; * Disaster
Fund ( a yearly grant of $2000

The theme of the four days was
‘Mission is Possible’ and after
some serious ice breakers and
corporate challenges, groups

I would like also to thank Jeremy
Logan and Nickie Opechowski
for the new production of
the Mazenodian and again, I
welcome your contributions.
I wish you and your families the
blessings of the Risen Christ this
Easter.

NATIONAL OBLATE YOUTH ENCOUNTER
ON THE 7TH OF JANUARY,
Year 12 students, Daniel Sala
Tenna and Jack Amos travelled to
Melbourne with Old Boy, Vincent
Sala Tenna to attend the National
Oblate Youth Encounter. Over the
four days we had the opportunity
to think about our personal
religious journey and participate
in group activities such as music,
dance, sporting activities as well
as a mammoth reconciliation
session with 11 Oblate priests.

to support College families);
* Hockey Club – goals and
equipment; * Crest for front of
school; * Lighting in undercover
area near tennis courts. As
well, money has been put aside
for the audio visual additions
to the Chapel, signage in the
College and the future Peace/
Reflection Garden which would
be part of the final phase of the
current building programme. I
would like to thank the P&F for
its generosity. It is important to
note that monies raised by the
P&F directly benefit your sons
and the College as a whole.
This is why we encourage you
to support P&F fundraising
events, as well as coming to
the meetings, where discussion
takes place concerning the
future of the College and the
welfare of the boys.

began to work as teams and
think outside the box at the
different workshops which were
punctuated with games, sport,
music and dance.
The four days made us think
about the different options we
have for becoming missionaries
as part of the Oblate youth, and
challenged us to think about how
much individual power we have
to make change in our world.
We would like to thank Mr Wallis,
Fr Daly and all the Oblates
who took time away from their
parishes and commitments to
join us during the camp.

We encourage all Mazenod
students and youth to go on
this great experience, meet
other people involved in the
Oblate family and most of all be
challenged on both a personal
and spiritual level.
And lastly thanks to Fr Christian
Fini, because without his
dedication, support, passion and
love for youth ministry this camp
would not be possible.
We will definitely be going again
and for anyone interested visit:
www.oblateyouth.com
Daniel and Jack
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RIP
Fr Denis McCarthy
Denis McCarthy was born in
Ashford, Co. Limerick on 10th
August 1925 and was educated
at the local National School and
Presentation College, Cork. He
entered the Oblate Novitiate at
Cahermoyle, Co. Limerick where
he pronounced his first vows on
12th September 1944 before
moving to Belmont House,
Dublin for philosophy studies,
and then to Piltown House
of Studies for Theology. He
pronounced his Final Vows there
on 15th September 1949.
Bishop Collier ordained Denis
a priest in the college chapel
at Piltown on 29th June
1950 before he received his
appointment to minister in
Australia. Fr O’Shea, the Irish
Provincial, wrote to Fr T.
Haugh, his Vicar in Australia, ‘Fr
Denis McCarthy was reputed to
be the best all round man of his
course. He can turn his hand to
anything – teaching, preaching,
a good man’.
Fr Denis arrived in Australia
in August 1950 to assist Fr S.
O’Dwyer, O.M.I. at the Oblate
Juniorate in Geelong, Victoria.
He was assistant priest at
Moe, Victoria in 1951 for two
years before beginning short
placements on the Mission
staff at Arncliffe (NSW – 1953),
Penshurst (NSW –1954), and
Eagle Junction (Qld – 1956).

In 1957 he was sent with Fr Tim
Long, O.M.I. to take possession
of the property given by
Archbishop Duhig of Brisbane
to the Oblates to build and staff
Iona College which opened in
1958. Fr Denis as Bursar was
mainly responsible for much
of the physical clearing and
building at the young college
until late 1960 when he returned
briefly to Camberwell Mission
House.
He received his Obedience in
October 1961 for the recently
built Lourdes Monastery in
Lesmurdie where he assisted
in the parish as well as assisting
the Mission staff. It was during
this time that he and Fr W.
Cagney, the Provincial, became
conscious of a number of sites
set aside by the Government
for educational purposes in the
Lesmurdie area.
With great audacity and
persistence they approached
the Government through local
member of Parliament, Mr Ken
Dunn, MLA, and eventually were
granted the present Mazenod
site on condition that building of
a school would begin within two
years. This happened mainly
through the skill and physical
work of Fr McCarthy, OMI.
In May 1966, Fr Denis became
the Superior of the Oblate
Mission House in Eagle
Junction, Queensland until he
was appointed Director of the
Missionary Association of Mary
Immaculate, and moved to
Camberwell where he lived for
the next 37 years, being named
as Superior of the community
in January 1976 and again in
January 1984.

As Oblates and Oblate
Associates we are immensely
proud of that work which has
enrolled thousands of people
who support the Oblates
spiritually and financially.
Fr Denis’ efforts will continue in
the ministry of these associates.
Fr Denis died on 31st December
2014 and was buried in the
Oblate plot at Springvale
Cemetery after a Funeral Mass
in St John Vianney’s Church,
Springvale North.
Fr Don Hughes OMI

YOUNG BLOOD CHALLENGE 2014
MAZENOD COLLEGE was the winner of the 2014
Young Bloods Challenge. Over 200 schools across the
country took part in the challenge and recorded 9,384
blood donations. These 9,384 donations have the
potential to save up to 28,152 lives – a truly amazing
contribution. Mazenod had 55 donations, which was the
highest number of donations from WA schools.
Mazenod students have been rolling up their sleeves
to give blood over the last five years and I would like
to thank all those students who donated blood last
year. I would also like to thank Michael Swallow and
Jayden Watson who did an amazing job as The Club
Red Youth Ambassadors last year. I’m sure Our Youth
Ambassadors for 2015, Tristan Wasmann, Caleb Shaw,
Luke Colace and Jess Cunnold will do just as well this
year.
To give blood a student must be 16 or over and must
have signed parental consent. Donors usually go
The Red Cross Centre in Midland in groups of four
or five. They can also donate after school or during
the holidays. So hopefully 2015 will see even more
Mazenod donors rolling up their sleeves to give blood!
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Addams Family
Mazenod College
Proudly Presents
The Addams Family: A new
Musical Comedy
The mysterious and dark
Wednesday Addams is all grown up
and in-love with Lucas Beineke, a
young man from a ‘normal’ family.
The two young lovers have kept
their engagement a secret. With
help from Uncle Fester and the
Addams ‘ancestors of the past’,
Wednesday proposes a dinner for
the two families to meet. Are the
differences between the families too
great or will ‘love’ prevail, allowing
the two to be married? Is there an
aspect of weird and whacky in all of
us?

Come and see the spooky
Addams Family, including
Pugsly, Gomez, Morticia,
Grandma, Lurch, together with
Wednesday and Fester as they
host a dinner for Alice and Mal,
the loving ‘well-to-do’ parents of
Lucas from Ohio.
Having an excellent reputation
for our College Productions, the
Performing Arts Department
at Mazenod is looking forward
to hosting this wonderful and
entertaining musical. Bringing
together our fine student
musicians, vocalists, thespians,
dancers and artists, this whole
school production will be a
showcase of our talents not to
be missed.

2015 OBLATE STUDENT
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
ON THE 24TH OF MARCH, four
students from the College Prefect
group: Mathew Alexander, Mathew
van Eck, Clayton Yeats and Thomas
Amos embarked on our journey
to take part in the Oblate Student
Leadership Conference with Oblate
schools: Iona Queensland and
Mazenod Victoria. We were hosted
by our Victorian counterparts
at Mazenod Victoria. Travelling
alongside with Father Daly, Mr.
Payne and Mr. Logan, we were
set to experience and learn about
different aspects about leadership
within a group and a wider
community.
Our arrival into Melbourne saw
us greeting our host families and
later our Iona roommates, in which
could be described as the start of a
special bond between the students
from the other Oblate colleges.
Wednesday’s activities began with a
tour of the very impressive campus
of Mazenod Victoria. This was then
followed up with our first workshop;
a presentation prepared from each
of the students from their respective
colleges, based on “The Culture of
Our Oblate School”.

This gave us insight into the
schooling lives of the Victoria
and Queensland students
and led on towards our next
workshop, an enlightening
presentation from the newly
appointed Bishop of Melbourne,
Bishop Edwards. This workshop
explored “Oblate Spirituality” and
was very worthwhile, exploring
into the history and values upon
which our schools are based.
That evening, the thirteen of us
gathered again to partake in
a Rosie’s experience. Led by
Father Fini, we ventured into the
Melbourne CBD for a unique
experience into ‘homeless
education’. This provided the
boys an opportunity to become
aware of some of the situations
that had become a part of a daily
routine for those less fortunate.
This experience certainly
challenged our own attitudes
and the way we perceive people
who have become homeless.
Thursday and Friday brought on
a different set of challenges

Please phone 9291 6500
to contact the College and
reserve your seats. 4 shows
only Thursday 7th May through
to Saturday 9th May (including
a Saturday matinee). Family
ticket (2x2) $70, Adults $25 and
students and pensioners $15.
Tickets can also be purchased at
www.trybooking.com/HHGO

aimed at developing our
leadership skills in a real
practical sense. There was also
an informative workshop on
“Effective Leadership Strategies”
with Australian Paralympic
amputee athlete, who won four
medals at three Paralympics,
Don Elgin. This workshop was
inspiring for us boys as we were
taught lessons of leadership
through the moving life story of
Don himself.
Friday evening saw us gathered
at the Melbourne Cathedral for
Mazenod Victoria’s inaugural
Mass, led by Bishop Edwards.
Saturday had somewhat brought
upon sadness and emotion
within the group, as this was
the day we all parted from each
other. Over the past four days,
each one of us were able to
‘gel’ together and form close
knit bonds amongst the boys
from Mazenod Victoria and
Iona Queensland, in which
friendships had been created
and set to last a lifetime.
Thomas Amos
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2014 India Immersion
Father Daly, Mr John Payne and Students
immersed in the Indian Culture

ON DECEMBER 7th 2014,
Fr Daly and Mr Payne
accompanied four wideeyed inexperienced students
Tom Amos, Tom O’Reilly,
Kayne Williams and Tristan
Wasmann on Mazenod’s very
first immersion trip to India.
Leaving Perth airport early
that morning we flew to Hong
Kong were we spent two days
touring around the magnificent
island of Mongkok. After
leaving the airport we departed
for Chennai on the east coast
of India not knowing what to
expect. On touchdown it was
like any other airport we’d
seen, but after spending two
hours outside in the humidity
and heat of India with the
pickpockets, beggars and so
called “private taxi drivers” our
ride finally came.
We went to Mount St. Thomas
pilgrim boarding house where
in the morning we were able to
meet and get to know the boys
from Mazenod Victoria who
had also come to share in our
experiences. After our short
stay we toured around Chennai
getting a look at life in the city
with the eight students and four
staff from Mazenod Victoria.
We also visited the beach
where many people had street
stalls selling their wares, and
drove through the destruction

of the 2004 tsunami which
in 10 years was still being
repaired by the locals with no
help from the government.
That evening we set off on a
12 hour bus drive (600km) to a
village called Musunuru, where
the oblates have a school
and a seminary for studying
priests. We left later that day
for another two and a half hour
drive (100km) north to a school
in the village of Tallapudi where
we were to teach at a school
sharing the name St. Eugene
de Mazenod. The school was
a lovely environment to be in,
everyone being so friendly
towards us. The children were
fun to spend time with, showing
us some of their games and
us showing them some of our
games, such as duck duck
goose which they had never
heard of in their life.

After 10 days in India
experiencing the beautiful
culture and delightful people,
eight of which were spent
teaching the lovely children at
the school and three days total
in Hong Kong, we returned
to Australia. We returned
changed, enlightened and
amazed young men, very
keen to share our experiences
and new found knowledge
to anyone we could impart it
with, sharing the moral values
of love, support, gratefulness
and strength in the face of
adversity. We all thoroughly
enjoyed the trip and even
though we were teaching the
children, we definitely learnt
more from them then they did
from us.
Kayne Williams and
Tristan Wasmann

The school is in need of
funding for projects such
as new bathrooms for the
students, a bike program and
eventually the construction of
a second story to the school.
Tallapudi village is extremely
underprivileged, lacking basic
infrastructure that we here take
for granted every day. Even
though this is a major factor in
their lives everyone was willing
and happy to take us into their
homes showing us incredible
love and hospitality.
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Literature
Festival
The Mazenod Community enjoying themselves at
the Literature Fesival Quiz Night

THE MAZENOD Literature
Festival closed with a quiz
night after nearly two weeks
of activities. This was our first
ever Festival and it was a great
success comprising of events
like author presentations and
workshops, a treasure hunt,
a film night, a parent evening,
book signings, a theatre night
and nine workshops.
Some of the highlights of the
Festival were Paddy Cullen
from Oxfam talking to the
Year 8s and 9s about his time
working with Mother Teresa
and a special appearance by
Lurch at the quiz night.
In their presentations, the
authors spoke about where
their stories came from and
students were able to meet
and chat with them at book
signings. The evening with
author Deb Fitzpatrick was
fascinating, funny and candid,
but the lack of parent supoort
of this event was disappointing.

The organisation of this
inaugural event was a
mammoth effort by the English
Department and I thank them
sincerely for their incredible
efforts. I would also like to
thank our dear friend, Kris
Williams, who worked tirelessly
behind the scenes to get
the Festival up and running.
Thanks also to all of our
student helpers were wonderful
literature ambassadors. The
Festival raised hundreds
of dollars and we received
hundreds of books that we
will donate to The Footpath
Library. I’d also like to take
this opportunity to thank the
generous friends and sponsors
of the Festival:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mazenod P&F
Mazenod Old Boys
UnderWraps Gifts
Campion Books
Craig Newman
Pickwick’s Secondhand Bookshop
Crow Books
J’ adore Hair
Oli Clothing
Warrick Greville
Ray Putland
The Watson Family
The Payne Family
The Parkerville Tavern

Student feedback:
“My favorite part of the festival
was hearing the stories of the
presenters. The stories were
very interesting and engaging
and also made you sit up and
listen about how generous and
smart they are.”
“Paddy Cullen telling us about
his experiences was really
inspiring. It made me really
want to do something more.”
“It was cool how we met a real
life author and how he showed
us his book which we can go
and read (I am currently short
on reading material).”
“The quiz night was fun and
the table I sat at laughed most
of the way through.”
“My favourite part of the festival
is when we were in a workshop
with Brendan Ritchie and he
came around and helped me to
improve with my story writing.”
“I liked Scott-Patrick Mitchell’s
shoes and I also just liked him.
He was funny, nice and kind.”
“My favourite part of the
Literature Festival was having
the authors talking to us about
their love for books and their
inspirations a swell as how they
grew up and their personal
experiences that resonate in
their books.”
Ms Jenny Knox
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Science
Inspirations
2015 OLYMPIAD SUMMER SCHOOL
During the holidays in January,
ASI (Australian Science
Innovations) held their annual
Olympiad Summer School
at the Australian National
University in Canberra. After
being selected from my
performance in the entrance
exam and with the support of
Kalamunda Rotary, Mazenod
College and the Mazenod Old
Boys Association, I was able to
attend the Physics Olympiad
Summer School.
Basically the summer school
was part of a program run by
ASI to choose students for
their teams for international
competitions in science. The
exams were held for Year
10 and 11 students and you
could choose to do an exam
from one of 4 disciplines to
attend the corresponding
summer school: Chemistry,
Physics, Biology and Earth and
Environmental Science. All of
these summer schools were
held at the same time with
us sharing accommodation
and meals together. For each
discipline there were about 24
students in attendance from
which 5-8 were picked for
the final teams. Preparation

included lots of preliminary
work given to us online through
the holidays.
The general day consisted of
about 10.5 hours of scheduled
Physics. In this time we
covered topics from 1st and
2nd year university physics
in a very rushed course,
which at times could be very
conceptually challenging given
the small amount of time for
each topic!
We ran through the topics of
Mechanics, AC and DC
Circuits and transients,
Thermodynamics,
waves and oscillations,
Geometrical Optics, Fluids,
Electromagnetism, Quantum
Mechanics, Special Relativity
and Physical optics. At the
half way point to assess us
we had a 2 hour lab exam
followed by a 3.5 hour theory
exam in the afternoon. We also
had an inspiring talk about the
future in science from Nobel
Laureate Brian Schmidt who
is the patron of the program.
Following the exam we had a
free day which I spent catching
up on sleep while others went
into the city.
And at the end we had a final
3 hour lab exam and a 5 hour
theory exam which really was
challenging! After the final
exam we went to the ANU
nuclear physics department
and had a bit of a walk around
and that was really interesting
and one of the highlights – to
see the physics in action!

Matthew Alexander and Matthew van Eck

The two and a bit weeks
finished up with a final dinner
and presentations at university
house in ANU with a disco, so
lots of good fun to wrap the
program up!
The people there were
amazing with tutors really
passionate about their
subjects, it was a fantastic
experience and learning
opportunity. My fellow students
were also great to talk to and
it really was an opportunity
to meet people who share
your interests from all across
Australia.
Overall I found it a very
valuable learning opportunity
that was inspiring and
enjoyable. While I was not
chosen for the team I still found
the benefits are far reaching.
The program puts you into
contact with many amazing
people and the opportunity
to represent your country in a
subject you love and I would
recommend anyone given
the opportunity to attend the
summer school to take it.
Matthew van Eck (Year 12)
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2015 NATIONAL YOUTH SCIENCE FORUM
In the first two weeks of
January, I attended the
National Youth Science
Forum (NYSF) in Canberra,
an incredible camp for young
scientists with ambition and
communication skills. Eight
months before this, I was given
the opportunity to apply for a
position on the camp thanks
to the Mazenod Science
department. After multiple
interviews with Kalamunda
Rotary and with the district
rotary I was accepted into a
camp shrouded in mystery for
me but with amazing reviews.
There were 400 students
accepted Australia wide,
including some international
students and 30 of these were
from Western Australia.
The camp was held at the
Australian National University,
broken up into two sessions, I
was part of the first one, and
from the get go I knew this was
going to be an experience.
This camp was no ordinary
nerdy science gathering.
These were eager teenagers
who had been selected for
their positive attitudes and
communication, who were also
lead by teenagers, 17-20. We
called the leaders ‘Staffies’.
Enthusiastic, bright, without a
self-conscious bone in their
body and all had attended
NYSF in the previous year or
the years before that. They
were the glue which kept
us together, our source of
motivation and enthusiasm
and the people responsible for
getting us to every lecture on
time.
Every student had a small
dorm to themselves on
Burgmann Campus, within the
Australian National University,
and every morning we woke up
to a jam packed day. The camp
was more than science. Every
breakfast we met somebody
knew, learnt something about
the different locations each
person came from.

I was part of the first one,
aoke up to a jam packed day.
The camp was more than
science. Every breakfast we
met somebody knew, learnt
something about t We had to
present one improvised speech
and one prepared speech,
every minute of each one an
incredible boost to speaking
confidence. We learnt about
university, the courses, uni life,
university selection and what
the different universities in
Australia offer.
The science part was certainly
amazing. Lectures were world
class, ground breaking and
engaging. We had a lecture
from a scientist from the
Queensland Brain Institute
who has solely been studying
bees for the last three years
to try and help understand
what consciousness is. That’s
dedication. We had a lecture
from the forensic scientist
whose team was responsible
for the identification and
capture of Daniel Morcombe’s
kidnapper and killer.
What I haven’t been able to
put across yet is what actually
makes NYSF special; the mix
of social, friendly students; the
‘staffie’ leadership group; the
uniqueness of the situation;
and a shared passion for
science, created a positive
learning environment which
allowed people to feel
comfortable in everything
they did. It provided the best
possible atmosphere for us to
absorb the pools of priceless
information sprayed at us and
one which no-one wanted to
leave behind after two weeks.

College Captain, Matthew
Alexander (back row) with
other budding young scientists

I’d like to thank the science
department for giving me
the opportunity to attend the
science forum. Thankyou to
the Kalamunda Rotary who
were influential in getting me
a position and funded me
greatly. I also have to thank the
school and Mr Logan and the
Mazenod Old Boys for funding
me.
This trip has given me
confidence in everything I do.
It has given me the ability to
travel almost anywhere in the
country and find a place to stay
the night with a single call. It
helped me to see outside the
bubble which had manifested
itself around me, absorbed
purely by school and my
small suburb. This experience
will stay with me forever.
Matthew Alexander (Year 12)

I can’t truly express the trip, it
was that unique and incredible.
My science teachers couldn’t
truly tell me what is was
about when they gave me the
application form. I have been
invited back as part of the
staff leadership group who
will run the programme for the
hundreds of students coming in
next year.
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From the
College Archivist

Official Opening of Mazenod College, May 6 1966

THE EARLY YEARS:
IN 2016, Mazenod College
celebrates its first 50 years. The
College opened in February
1966 with an enrolment of 33
students and two classes under
the supervision of Fr. Denis
McCarthy, OMI and Fr. Ian
Mackintosh, OMI. The history of
the College can be traced to the
early 1960’s when Fr. William
Cagney, OMI became aware that
Crown Land in the Kalamunda
area might be available for
educational purposes. With
great foresight and dedication
to the cause of education, Fr.
Cagney pursued all avenues to
obtain a land grant in order to
build and establish a secondary
Catholic college as part of the
Oblate mission.
With the strong support of the
local Member of Parliament,
Kenneth Dunn, Fr Cagney
was granted land in February
1965 on the condition that the
school be built and operating
within 2 years. Fr Cagney
had the strong support of the
Oblates of Western Australia
and awaited official approval
from the Archbishop of Perth
and permission from the Oblate
authority in Rome to establish
a College. Initial planning had
begun and within weeks of
approval being granted, Stage
One of the first wing was well
underway.

Fr. McCarthy who was in charge
of the Lesmurdie parish at
the time, worked tirelessly to
ensure the College would be
open for the commencement
of the school year. The rocky
terrain of the Lesmurdie Hills
impacted greatly on the building
programme and as result,
the Stage One building was
not completed when students
arrived at the College to begin
lessons in February 1966.
The students were directed to
a tin shed where they began
their first days of schooling at
Mazenod College in very basic
surrounds. The aesthetics
of the tin shed attracted little
complaint as students and
teachers (Fr. McCarthy, OMI
and Fr. McIntosh, OMI) endured
the intense heat of a February
heatwave that struck during
those first weeks.
On May 6, 1966 Mazenod
College was officially opened by
Bishop Myles McKeon and Hon.
E. Lewis, Minister for Education.
The cost of the first wing of
Mazenod College was £18,000.
The first Rector of Mazenod
College, Fr. Don Hughes,
OMI recalls how volunteers
laboured to plant trees, prepare
recreational areas and begin the
library. He shouldered criticism
over carpeted classrooms,
especially the white carpet which
was later laid in the library.

The white carpet still brings
smiles to the faces of ‘Old
Boys’ as they recall being
forced to leave their shoes at
the door upon entering the
library. Fr. Hughes holds many
memories of life at the College
in its early years. Foremost is
the boarding student who, after
inspecting the roof trusses in
his dormitory said to his mother
“Mum, this looks just like our
cowshed at home”.
Despite the setbacks and the
hardships of the early days,
Mazenod has developed into
the impressive College it is
today with an enrolment of
857 students (118 boarders).
It has forged a reputation for
delivering high standards of
education and pastoral care
and the College’s ongoing
building and technology
programme ensures that
its students are educated
in outstanding educational
facilities.
Penny Worthington
(Source: “A Little by Ourselves”
Austin Cooper OMI)

Request:
If any families are
holding photographs
or memorabilia which
form part of the history
of Mazenod College, we
would greatly appreciate
having them in our College
Archives.
Please phone Penny
Worthington (9291 1515).
Thank you.
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MOB PRESIDENT REPORT

MOB President, Leo Conti
1966

WELCOME TO THE FIRST
edition of MOB News for 2015.
Firstly, to all our members and
Mazenod community thank you
for your support in helping our
membership grow. Our numbers
have now reached 756. For the
Facebook users amongst you,
many would have seen some
significant changes in the way in
which MOB is now advertising
and communicating with its
membership. Huge thank you
to Liam Mallon who has kindly
volunteered time and effort in
managing this.
Events so far
Day at the Parky was a huge
success with a combined total
amounting to over 100 MOB
members and Mazenod staff
and friends attending this year.
Many “old” memories were
shared amongst the tranquil
surroundings of the Parkerville
tavern. A number of classes
were well represented, however,
special mention needs to be
made of the class of 1982 with
11 past students making it on the
day. Thank you to Ian O’Connor
(class of 1991) and Thomas
Martin (class of 1991), both
owner/managers of the Parky for
their hospitality and generosity.
Thanks to Pep Caltinesetta
(Sebastian Butchers –
Kalamunda) and Frank Bosa for
their donation to the raffle.
Raffle winners:

o First Prize: $150.00 meat voucher
from Sebastian Butchers – Cheyne
Kynoch (MOB member)

Staff band - “Class Act” with a few of their fans

o Second Prize: $100.00 meat
voucher from Sebastian Butchers –
Layla from Parkerville
o Third Prize: Bottle of Chabot
Napoleon Special reserve ($90) Tom
from Parkerville
o Fourth Prize: Carton of Corona Dean
Wright (MOB member)
o Fifth Prize: Bottle of Canadian Club
Zac Altinier (MOB member)

Special thanks to John Keogh
and the Mazenod band who
performed and kept the crowd
very entertained with their
selection of music played.
MOB Footy Tipping
Competition is back again
this year. Prizes are many and
winnings are generous … so
please join in the fun and test
your footy skills against the
best. MOB numbers entered
are already becoming popular.
For further information check
us out on the MOB website, or
Facebook or if required contact
Basil Conti - Basil.conti@dtf.
wa.gov.au

If there are any suggestions
that members would like to see
introduced to further enhance
‘our MOB’, please feel free to
contact Jeremy Logan at the
school or email info@mobwa.
com.au.
Special acknowledgement to
one of MOB’s 2015 Sponsors
Sebastien Fiolo for his kind
donation – your assistance is
greatly appreciated and we urge
all MOB members to continue
to recognise and support MOB
based businesses and services.
Finally, to the MOB community,
Fr Peter Daly, Oblate Priests,
Mazenod staff, students and
parents, I would like to wish
everyone a very ‘holy, peaceful
and spiritual’ Easter.
Always proud to be part of the MOB.

Leo Conti
President MOB

Addams Family musical.
Mazenod College Arts is
putting on the Addams Family
musical this year and MOB
has sponsored the event with a
$300.00 donation. To all MOB
members … remember your
performance days and come
along and support. For further
information contact the Mazenod
College reception.

Three generations of Morton men
Tom, Mick and
Greg Martin
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Mazenod Old Boys
Events & Reunions
CLASS OF 1974
40 YEAR REUNION

T HE CLASS OF ’74 – 40
year reunion was held on
20th December 2014. It was a
casual affair held on a beautiful Saturday afternoon with the
venue being Holyrood Pavilion
in Leederville.
We got under way at about
noon with a few drinks and a
barbeque lunch, after which
everyone was asked to speak
about what they had been up
to over the last 40 years (with a
time limit of 5 minutes). Inevitably this was followed by more
fellowship with some of us still
there at 8 or 9 pm, still chewing
the cud.

TERM 2

I had some fantastic feedback
from my old class mates who
really enjoyed the format of
the afternoon. It was private,
casual and quiet (unlike pubs),
so that everyone was able to
mingle to renew acquaintances
after so many years. I was absolutely rapt that so many from
our small class made the effort
to come. It was a top afternoon.
Mick Gordon

Class of 1974 (40 Year reunion)
This photograph was taken in true class photo format, with the MOB
sitting in front with hands on knees, standing behind and with the
obligatory ‘70’s brick backdrop.

MOB 2015
COMMITTEE
MEETING DATES

“A Night on the Couch with
the Legendary
Scotty Cummings
7.30pm Mazenod
and Friends”
College Staff Room
Hosted by Mark Readings
and the MOB
Term 2: 22 April
Saturday 27th June
3 June
7pm-midnight
Term 3: 29 July
Kalamunda Agricultural Hall
2 September
48 Canning Road Kalamunda
Term 4: 14 October
Entry Cost $30
11 November
AGM
Silent auction and a bidding
9 December
auction of sporting memoPlanning
rabilia will also occur on the
Meeting 2016
night.
Food and refreshments will be If there are any
on sale.
queries, or if you wish
to alert the MOB to an
Contact Jeremy Logan at
issue, please feel free
Mazenod College for further to contact:
information on ticket sales
MOB President:
Leo Conti

TERM 3

“Mazenod Golf Day”
Sponsored by the MOB

Leo.conti@education.
wa.edu.au
MOB School liaison
officer: Jeremy Logan

All details will be confirmed in
Logan.jeremy@
the next issue.
mazenod.wa.edu.au
“MOB Night at the
Crown Casino”
Saturday 5th September
All other details will follow in
the next issue.
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TES

Correspondence from a Student

• Maths student of the month
award for whole school. $400

MOB Facts
Did you know that …
The foundation of Mazenod College
WA began in 1963. Following two
years of discussions and negotiations,
Deeds of Land were offered to the
Oblates on January 27th 1965.
Land began to be cleared in May and
four months later, the foundations of
the first Mazenod College building
were laid in September 1965.
Did you know that …
The actual start of Mazenod College
WA as a school was the 14th
February 1966 when Fr McCarthy
and Fr Mackintosh welcomed 31
boys as the first grade 6 and grade
7 students. Shortly after this Fr Don
Hughes was appointed as the first
Rector and Mazenod College was
officially opened on the 8th May 1966.
Did you know that …
Compared to other Alumni, the
Mazenod Old Boys Association is
very young. In the short time since its
foundation, MOB has assisted many,
achieved and rewarded students who
have demonstrated a combination of
excellence, aptitude and resilience
in a range of areas such as sport,
academia and the arts. With your
financial support as a MOB member
YOU have assisted in …….
• Mazenod Lesmurdie Cricket
club Sponsorship $850
• Mazenod Junior Football
Club Sponsorship $850

• Junior Sportsmen of the
Year Trophy and $100
• Senior Sportsmen of the
Year Trophy $100
• $200 from travel bursary
to a Year 8 student to train in
Germany
• $250 for a music band in
Triple J national competition
• Luke Blackwell $500 player
sponsorship
• Project Compassion $650
• Youth Band $250
• Cameron Embry Ride for
Cancer $100
• Luke English Sport Bursary
$400
• Mazenod Mission Day
Raised $750
• Family Hardship School
Fees $3000
• $5000 in assistance to three
Mazenod families effected by
hills bush fires
• Oblate football Team BBQ
donation $250
• Assisted two students in
attending the Youth Science
Forum in Canberra $550
• English Department quiz
night $300
• 38 mentors/guest speakers
at events on career guidance
for Mazenod students
• Found over 50 part time &
full time jobs
• $300 in prizes donated to
English Quiz night
It feels good being part of a
pro-active MOB !

MOB Quiz
Which Mazenod staff member …
•
Is infamous for wearing Richmond football socks !
•
Played Gaelic Football (Amateur League) and was 		
chosen to represented WA against Ireland?
•
Is a Magician?

Dear Old Boys and Kalamunda
Cougars Football Club,
I’m writing to thank you for the
support you have given to me
and my brother. You have helped
us achieve many successes and
maintain friendships that are very
important to a young man’s life. I
couldn’t imagine fitting in as well
at any other School other than
Mazenod College and without you I
wouldn’t be where I am today.
During my recent time at Mazenod
I have had many achievements that
I am proud of. Your support has
driven me to get more involved with
the College which has improved me
as a student and as a person.
I’d like to thank you for your
generous and caring donations of
support which have released all
doubts from my mind about my
position here at Mazenod.
My brother’s achievements include
many academics awards including
at speech night. I have participated
in events such as football and
sporting days such as the swimming
carnival. Year 11 is an important
year because the subjects I choose
could very much shape my future.
Although the achievements and
events I have participated in are
important, just being at Mazenod
and attending classes gives me such
an amazing feeling to be part of such
a great family-like community. Again
I want to thank you for your ongoing
support, I wouldn’t be the person I
am today if it wasn’t for the Mazenod
Old Boys and the Kala Cougars.

MOB needs your help!
Do you know a Mazenod Old Boy
who is not part of the MOB?
Help strengthen the MOB by passing
on a membership form found on our
website.
www.mobwa.com.au

(Answers to these will be provided in the next Mazenodian Issue)
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MOB Footy
Tipping

Where Are

It is back for 2015! Entry Fee is still the same price $50! Please join and pass onto your family & friends.
All Welcome !!

They Now?

This year we will be using the footytips website, so
make sure you follow the below steps and join the
“Mazenod Old Boys” Private League or you will end up
in the public league.
END OF SEASON PRIZES
1st Prize - $1,000.00

Blake Skinner (2012)
Studying at WAAPA has seen
Blake perform with the likes of
Josh Pyke, Lisa Mitchell and
Samantha Jade.
As a solo act (acoustic guitar
and vocals), Blake is currently
performing two-three shows a
week at renowned Perth Venues
such as The Rose & Crown,
Mahogany Inn and a number of
other Perth bars, restaurants
and wineries. If you like his
Facebook page (www.facebook.
com/blakeskinnermusic) you can
check out where he is playing
next!

Michael Berry - College
Captain (1988)
Michael was a student at
Mazenod from 1984 to 1988
and was privileged to be
College Captain in 1988.
Since leaving Mazenod
College and after finishing
further studies he has worked
in law. On 25 November last
year Michael was honoured to
be appointed Senior Counsel
for the Supreme Court.

If you would like to contact
Blake, email him on,
music@blakeskinner.com

2nd Prize - $400.00
3rd Prize - $200.00

20
B

WEEKLY PRIZES
Rounds 1 - 23:
Weekly Prize - $50.00
Go to www.mobwa.com.au or click on the below link to
join and ensure you follow the below steps.
www.footytips.com.au
Step 1: 01 -Not a member – Click on Green “Join” button.
Step 2: Enter Login and Personal Details and accept
Terms and Conditions and click on Blue “Join” Button.
Ensure Username has no spaces

Step 6: Navigates to You are not yet a member of this
completion Enter MOB1966 in Password and click on
Join Comp!

Co
Da
Fra
Pe
Ad
Sc
Se
Joh
Se
Lia
Igg
Ma

Step 7: You should receive message “You have
successfully joined this competition. –DON’T UPDATE
SETTINGS and select update button.

Im
Jer

Step 3: Navigates to Please Confirm your Details and
click on Continue Registration button
Step 4: Navigates to Welcome to footytips! and insert
“Mazenod Old Boys” in Find a competition field
Step 5: Navigates to Competitons and ensure
Competition Name is Mazenod Old Boys and click on
Mazenod Old Boys

John Mulligan (2009)
John Mulligan worked as
a forklift driver for a year
before studying classical
Music at the University of
Western Australia with a
major in music composition;
he is currently completing his
second undergraduate degree
in music at the University of
Melbourne. At the end of 2015,
John will begin a PhD in music
composition on full scholarship
at Harvard University (USA).

Pre
Leo
Vic
Ba
Tre
Se
Se
Bo

GOOD LUCK!

Fron
(82),
Back
John

Abse
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“Proud to be part of the MOB”
MOB Operation Portfolio’s

2015 Mazenod Old
Boys Committee
President
Leo Conti		
Vice President
Basil Conti		
Treasurer
Sean Cameron
Secretary
Bob Huston		
Council Members
Damian Allan
Frank Bosa		
Pep Caltanisetta
Adrian Conti
Scott Cummings
Sebastian Fiolo
John Keogh		
Sean Marriott
Liam Mallon		
Iggy Moro		
Mark Yaksich

MOB Media Watch
Co-ordinator: Liam Mallon

Mallon.liam@mazenod.wa.edu.au

(Class of 1982)

Sub committee:
Jeremy Logan
John Keogh

(Class of 1983)

MOB Social Events

MOB Sponsorships

MOB Awards

Co-ordinator: Leo Conti		

Co-ordinator: Damian Allan

Co-ordinator: Leo Conti

Sub committee:
Jeremy Logan, Adrian Conti,
Sean Marriott, Sebastian Fiolo

Sub committee:
Jeremy Logan

Co-ordinator: Jeremy Logan

MOB Scholarships

MOB Merchandise

Damian Allan, Sean Marriott,
Bob Huston

Sub committee:
Leo Conti, Sean Cameron

MOB Footy Tipping

MOB Sporting Link Y7-Y12

(Class of 1982)
(Class of 1978)

Leo.conti@education.wa.edu.au

Sub committee:
Entire MOB Committee
		

(Class of 1983)
(Class of 1983)
(Class of 1989)
(Class of 1987)
(Class of 1991)
(Class of 1989)
(Class of 2004)
(Class of 1983)
(Class of 2008)
(Class of 1987)
(Class of 1974)

Immediate Past President
Jeremy Logan
(Class of 1982)

MOB Reunions

Damiansharyn@iinet.net.au

Leo.conti@education.wa.edu.au

Logan.jeremy@mazenod.wa.edu.au Co-ordinator: Jeremy Logan
Co-ordinator: John Keogh
Logan.jeremy@mazenod.wa.edu.au Keogh.john@mazenod.wa.edu.au
Sub committee:

Co-ordinator: Basil Conti		
Basil.conti@dtf.wa.gov.au

Sub committee:
Sean Cameron

MOB Out-Reach Programs
Co-ordinator: Rob Huston
peakpot@westnet.com.au

Co-ordinator: Adrian Conti

Sub committee:
Jeremy Logan
		

MOB Committee Events
Manager

Adrian@perthdishwashers.com.au

Co-ordinator: Sean Marriott

Sub committee:

Sub committee:
Leo Conti

Liam Mallon, John Keogh

MOB School Based Officer
Co-ordinator: Jeremy Logan
Logan.jeremy@mazenod.wa.edu.
au

Front Row : Liam Mallon (06), Bob Huston (78), Sean Cameron (82), Leo Conti
(82), Basil Conti (83) , Jeremy Logan (87)
Back Row: Adrian Conti (87), Iggy Moro (87), Damian Allan (83), Sean Marriott (83)
John Keogh (04), Frank Bosa (83), Pep Caltanisetta (89).

Absent: Sebastian Fiolo (89) , Mark Yaksich (75)
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Mazenod College
55 Gladys Rd, LESMURDIE WA 6076
Phone:

(08) 9291 6500

Fax:

(08) 9291 6711

Email:

oblate@mazenod.wa.edu.au

Website: www.mazenod.wa.edu.au
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