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OLD BOYS, PAST STUDENTS, STAFF AND FRIENDS

We welcome all former students, parents, friends and staff to renew their 
association with the College and update their contact details.

Let us know where you are these days and what you are doing in your family  
and working lives. Please email info@mobwa.com.au or if you are an Old Boy  
and would like to become a member of the MOB go online to the MOB website 
www.mobwa.com.au and download the membership form.

Alternatively you can telephone Jeremy Logan on (08) 9291 1500. Email 
addresses are very important to us, as most communication is via  
this method.

The Mazenod College Young Vinnies 
consists of over 50 students who tirelessly 
give back to the wider community on a 
regular basis. Their amazing efforts in the 
last nine months have included donating 
much needed items through The Shopfront 
Can Drive, the Vinnies Christmas Appeal 
and Dump a Jumper; along with raising 
money through the sleepout and early 
morning hot chocolates. This money 
has gone to a variety of organisations 
(Shopfront, St Patrick’s in Fremantle and 
of course the Vinnies) that do amazing 
work in our community.

Mazenodian is a publication of Mazenod College.

Editorial Team: 
Editor - Mrs Nickie Opechowski 
MOB Liaison - Mr Jeremy Logan

Design + Print: 
Design - Mrs Nickie Opechowski 
Print - PK Print 
Telephone: (08) 9336 3811 
www.pkprint.com.au

Mazenod College is an independent Catholic Boys’ 
College conducted by The Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate.

55 Gladys Rd, Lesmurdie, WA 6076

Please direct enquires regarding this 
publication to:  
Mrs Nickie Opechowski 
Telephone: (08) 9291 1500 or 
E: opechowski.nicole@mazenod.wa.edu.au
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Mr Pabst and members of the Young Vinnies provide 
students with hot chocolates throughout Terms 2 and 3.  
The money raised from selling the drinks every morning 
goes directly to the Vinnies.  Congratulations boys on a 
fantastic effort.



3

From the Principal

the parent volunteers of Friends 
of Performing Arts (FoPA). Our 
Parents and Friends Association 
has continued the theme of great 
generosity and service by parents 
to Mazenod by setting aside funds 
to update Boarding recreational 
spaces, student seating and 
shelter at the bus drop-off/pick-up 
area and various other projects.

I hope you enjoy reading through 
this edition of the Mazenodian. 

Andrew Watson

THE SEASON HAS changed and, 
as I write this editorial for the 
Mazenodian, we are experiencing 
our first real taste of winter. 
There has been a great buzz 
around the College as the whole 
community engages with the 
spiritual, academic, sport, service 
and cultural life of the school and 
great excitement as our Design 
and Technology Centre building 
program has begun. 

Term 2 has seen our students 
immersed in their studies but ever 
prepared to engage in the full life 
of education available at Mazenod 
College. Tours to Singapore for 
Hockey, to Mount Gambier for 
the Jazz Festival and to Mazenod 
Victoria to join in their fiftieth 
year celebrations have allowed 
many students to extend their 
talents. Just recently our Year 12 
students were excellent hosts to 
their guests at the Year 12 Ball. 
A group of the Year 12 students 
would have been very weary after 
coming straight from Kairos 3, that 
unique and personal experience of 
Christian retreat.

Most heartening to witness 
this term has been the work of 
students in responding to people 
in need within the community. 
Walking in the footsteps of St 
Eugene when he called his fellow 

Oblates to step outside the 
familiarity and structure of society 
to serve those in need, our very 
committed Young Vinnie’s group 
has shown a faith in action with 
their Vinnies Sleepout and support 
of Shopfront. Our Year 7 students 
have spent the latter part of the 
term sourcing and packing toiletry 
packs for distribution at Shopfront. 
Our Cebula Boarding community 
celebrated National Boarding 
Week in early May by showing 
their big heart, being of service at 
Ronald McDonald House. 

We eagerly await the opening 
of The Little Shop of Horrors 
production starting on July 15 
and our very talented actors, 
musicians, technical crew and staff 
have been well supported by

Andrew Watson
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VINNIES WINTER  
SLEEP OUT 

On Thursday, 1st of June, 50 boys from the 
Mazenod Young Vinnies Society and some 
brave teachers gathered outside the PAC, 
cardboard in hand and ready to face a night in 
the cold. 

The evening began with presentations from 
guest speakers from the St Vincent De Paul 
Society who shared the story of Frederik 
Ozonam, the founding father of the society. 
Then they explained advocacy and asked for 
ways in which we could make a difference. 

We then heard stories from a representative 
of Shopfront who explained what life is like for 
the homeless who struggle to find their next 
meal. Then we experienced the meals that a 
homeless person would get, a bowl of noodles 
and a roll.

After eating, everyone joined in a game 
that showed the difficulties that homeless 
people experience, from disease to lack of 
employment and education that showed the 
disadvantages homeless people face in trying 
to find work. We could all see and share the 
hardships that homeless people face. It was 
then time to go to sleep and we all moved off 
to our areas around the school, settled down 
on a cardboard base and tried to get to sleep, 
the cold and lack of covers was a chilling 
combination. 

The next morning we all woke up after a ‘good 
sleep’ as some boys described it, had a hearty 
breakfast and then faced a day at school.

Overall, we faced the difficulties of someone in 
poverty who doesn’t have a home. This event 
raised awareness as well as funds (over $2500) 
to support these people.

Thomas van Eck 
Vice President Young Vinnies



5

YOUNG VINNIES CAN DRIVE 

In Term 2, Young Vinnies held their 4th 
annual can drive to support The Shopfront 
in Maylands. The Shopfront is an Agency of 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Perth, 
Western Australia, serviced predominantly 
by volunteers. It sets out to be a relaxed and 
homely environment where all people feel 
welcome. The Shopfront provides help to 
those experiencing poverty, homelessness and 
the effects of mental illness in our community. 
The Shopfront assists over 24,000 visitors 
each year.

Once again the Mazenod community proved to 
be overwhelmingly generous in their support of 
the Young Vinnies Can Drive. Besides sending 
two vans of much needed food down to The 
Shopfront, this year for the first time, Mazenod 
families also donated much needed blankets, 
sleeping bags and winter coats. These have 
been gratefully received by The Shopfront and 
distributed to both individuals and families in 
need.

A special mention must be made of the Year 
7s who for the second year running compiled 
over 150 toiletry bags. These consisted of 
soap, deodorant, shampoo, tooth brush, tooth 
paste and socks. The boys also took the time 
to write a letter of support and encouragement 
to each recipient.

This year’s can drive was again considered a 
great success and the Young Vinnies would 
like to thank all of those who generously 
donated food, blankets, sleeping bags, coats, 
socks and toiletries.

Timothy Wallis 
President Young Vinnies

YEAR 7 TOILETRY BAG 
APPEAL 

In 2017, the Year 7s have been contributing 
to Young Vinnies and Shopfront in many 
ways, one of them being toiletry bags 
for the homeless. We have put together 
153 toiletry bags for people in need. The 
students were provided with a toiletry 
bag and asked to fill it with things like 
toothpastes, toothbrushes, deodorant, 
shampoo, soap and socks. We have also 
written a letter to the person receiving the 
pack, as we want that person to know that 
we are thinking of them. 

This is just one of the ways at Mazenod 
that we help those in need.

CJ Shearn (Year 7)

Year 7 students Damian Johnston and Blake Di Renzo presenting the toiletry packs to Mr 
Damian Wallis who accepted them on behalf of Shopfront.
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THIS YEAR IN June Mazenod conducted its 3rd annual 

Kairos Retreat for Year 12 students at the St John 

of God’s Retreat Centre in Shoalwater. The Kairos 

retreat is different from other retreats and personal 

development experiences that the Year 12 students 

have been involved in during their time at the College.  

This retreat was organised by Mr Wallis and Mrs Lima 

as well as our Oblate Priests Fr McMahon, Fr Daly and 

Fr Asad. The retreat was conducted by a number of old 

boys including Clayton Yeats, Alessandro Paduano, 

Matthew van Eck, Alistair Ryan, Rhys Pottinger and 

Jordan Joseph and by a number of staff Mrs Scanlan 

and Mr Pickford. This year we were privileged to have 

two volunteers from Iona College in Brisbane teachers 

Reece Healy and Cassandra Freeman as well as local 

volunteers Mrs Allingame and Mrs Rowe.

This was a unique opportunity for our boys to reflect 

upon their own spirituality and to grow as Christian men.  

It was a time for them to reflect on their gifts and talents 

and the direction that they want to take beyond school. 

The program has been well tried and documented; 

CBC Fremantle, Trinity and Aquinas College as well as 

numerous schools in the Eastern part of Australia have 

conducted these retreats over the past 10 years with 

huge success.  Kairos originated in the United States 

and was originally designed for first year university 

students by the Jesuits. Students and staff who 

attended all expressed a depth of personal satisfaction 

and personal growth.

Damian Wallis
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YEAR 12 College Ball



MAZENOD VICTORIA’S 
50th CELEBRATIONS
At the end of May, 10 music 
students along with Miss Bell and 
Mr Graham travelled to Mazenod 
Victoria to be part of their 50th 
anniversary celebrations. It was a 
wonderful time of working together 
musically culminating with a Mass 
and an evening concert.

JAZZ BAND – MOUNT 
GAMBIER
In early May our Jazz band 1 
travelled to Mt Gambier to be part 
of The Generations in Jazz festival. 
Our boys were 18 out of over 
4000 students taking part in the 
festival. As well as competing they 
were lucky enough to see James 
Morrison perform with the Adelaide 
Symphony Orchestra as well as 
international guest performers. 
These people also took individual 
workshops that the boys took part 
in. 

Our band performed brilliantly and 
received positive feedback from 
the adjudicators. It was a great 
experience for the boys which 
they have learnt a lot from and will 
continue to build on as a group.

•  M A Z E N O D I A N  •8 July 2017

LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS

Mazenod’s 2017 musical 
production of Little Shop of 
Horrors is shaping up to be a 
scintillating showcase of student 
achievement. The story follows 
the lives of Seymour and Audrey, 
two battlers who long to get 
out of the Skid Row ghetto. A 
chance encounter with a strange 
and interesting plant leads them 
to a glimpse of the high life, but 
the plant seems to have some 
sinister, ulterior motives…

Join Mazenod’s Performing Arts 
Department as we introduce 
you to a whirlwind of wondrous 
characters who sing and dance 
their way through this classic 
story. Supported by a fabulous 
orchestra and a tireless crew 
of staff, students, parents and 
old boys, this show is bound 
to entertain the whole family. 
Tickets are selling fast so get 
in quick to secure your seats at 
www.trybooking.com/POJQ

Performing Arts
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AS PART OF National Boarding 
Week, Miss Betts and a group of 
keen students planned, designed 
and painted the old shipping 
container outside the D&T building. 
The design includes an Australian 
landscape with a road containing 
the key Boarding values of 
Charity, Excellence, Brotherhood, 
Understanding, Loyalty and 
Action (CEBULA). There is also a 
road sign which lists all the home 
towns of the boarders and their 
distance from Mazenod College, 
Port Hedland being the furthest 
away at 1765kms from Mazenod. 
The final touches on the mural will 
be finished early next term and 
the boys are looking forward to 
completing it.

EARLIER IN THE term, the 
Boarding house took part in 
a number of activities and 
community service opportunities 
as part of National Boarding Week.

This included a visit to the new 
Ronald McDonald House in 
Nedlands on Monday May 15, in 
which, Mr Anderson, Mr Keddie, 
Mr Riseley, a group of boarders 
and I volunteered our time to cook 
and cater for the residents with the 
aid of their head chef. 

Before serving the food we were 
given a brief tour of the home away 
for home. The building is a state-
of-the-art 47 bedroom house, with 
amazing facilities that make the 
lives of the families there that bit 
easier during such a stressful and 
difficult time. 

It was a fantastic experience to 
spend time serving the residents 
and be met with countless grateful 
smiles that spread from ear to 
ear. Serving food to the young 
kids who were so happy at the 
prospect of what was new for 
dinner and being given thanks 
from their parents was well worth 
the time we volunteered.

I’d like to give a huge thanks to 
the boarding staff, in particular 
Mr Riseley, for organizing the 
opportunity for us to help out at 
the home. I look forward to the 
next opportunity that the boarding 
community and I are given to help 

out there again, as I learned that 
it’s important to remember such 
a small thing as making someone 
dinner can mean so much to those 
in need.

Jacob Nenke 
Head Boarder

National Boarding Week (MAY 14–20)

•  M A Z E N O D I A N  •10 July 2017
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Singapore HOCKEY TOUR

ON FRIDAY 7TH April, 21 eager 
students and 3 teachers arrived at 
Perth International Airport to travel 
to Singapore for the 5th biyearly 
hockey tour. After two rescheduled 
flights and a delay of 6 hours, we 
finally embarked on our journey 
to Singapore. Following a 5 hour 
flight to Singapore, we landed 
at 3am and arriving at the hotel 
at 5:30am our tired eyes were 
beginning to close on us but the 
day had only just begun! Mr Worth 
used his local knowledge to show 
us around the Bugis area before 
we headed off to our first training 
session. After a tiring training 
session trying to acclimatise to 
the Singaporean humidity, we 
left for Redhill to eat some of the 
local food. That night we attended 
a Palm Sunday Mass where Mr 
Worth fell asleep! 

The next morning we had our first 
game against Guildford Grammar 
School WA. This game tested our 
skills in the humidity, where we 
drew 1-1 with Tom Baxter getting 
best player. After enjoying another 
lunch at Redhill, we decided to 
journey to Chinatown to check out 
the local markets and see if we 
could snag a bargain! That night 
we went to Clarke Quay and took 
in the fantastic riverside views 
while we watched the sun set.

It was Monday morning before we 
knew it, this day called for us to 
visit probably the most expensive 
part of Singapore – Orchard Road. 
After browsing through the likes of 

Gucci and Rolex we headed to the 
east of Singapore for our second 
game. After travelling via MRT and 
bus (not to mention the help of a 
school kid) we arrived at St. Hilda’s 
Secondary School. This game was 
played on the seventh floor of the 
school where we could see the 
skyscrapers right around us while 
we played. We lost 2-1 but it was 
an experience that we will never 
forget. Some people mentioned 
this to be the high-light of the trip! 
We travelled back to the hotel for 
a team dinner poolside at the hotel 
and an early night.

Tuesday morning we got ready 
for our trip over to Sentosa Island 
to experience Universal Studios. 
After entering the world of film and 
animation, we immersed ourselves 
in the worlds of Hollywood, 
Madagascar, Far Far Away, The 
Lost World, Sci-Fi City, Ancient 
Egypt and New York where our 
imagination of a movie set became 
reality. We spent the majority of 
the day exploring what Universal 
Studios had to offer before 
heading back over to the mainland 
for an unimaginable dinner 
experience. That night we headed 
into the City Centre of Singapore 
to experience Lau Pa Sat where 
the roads were closed off and we 
dined on the most amazing satay 
sticks ever!

Wednesday had hit us before we 
knew it and that meant another 
game of hockey to play. Today 
we travelled to Teck Whye – a 

secondary school in Singapore. 
This day involved spending time in 
a Singaporean class where we had 
to privilege of experiencing what 
they do on their average school 
day. After spending time in class, 
we took a journey through their 
heritage trail where we learned 
about the history of their school – 
which also happened to celebrate 
its 50th anniversary last year! That 
afternoon we played Teck Whye in 
two hockey matches, winning 4-1 
and 3-0. After an action-packed 
day we headed back to the hotel 
for a night in.

On Thursday morning we had just 
about our only free morning of the 
tour. This morning we embarked 
on our own adventures across 
Singapore to discover what we 
hadn’t seen yet. Some students 
experienced technology at its 
finest – a 6-storey mall entirely 
of technology stores, whilst 
others scored a bargain from the 
Bugis markets. Some were even 
brave enough to attempt to find 
something from Orchard Road 
that would somehow fit into their 
budget! That afternoon we headed 
to the north of Singapore to play 
against Northlands Secondary. 
After playing half a game of hockey 
with the lightning warning lights 
already flashing the game was 
called off early. Drawing that half-
match 1-1 we headed back to 
Bugis for our final chance to do 
some market shopping.

Our final morning in Singapore 
meant our last chance to do 
some sightseeing. We travelled 
to Marina Bay Sands to view the 
enormous boat on top of three 
64-storey towers. Enjoying the 
fantastic Gardens by the Bay and 
invigorating Cloud Forrest, it was 
time to experience Singapore 
from 200m up! We spent time 
up on the top of the boat where 
we took in the fantastic view of 
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endless skyscrapers across the 
built-up city. In the afternoon we 
raced around the other side of 
Singapore to do our last minute 
shopping of anything we might 
have missed, or items we saw 
and wished we had purchased. 
This evening was probably the 
most amazing night of the entire 
tour – The Singapore Cricket 
Club. We arrived at almost the 
only grassed area in the entirety 
of Singapore for two games of 
hockey, against the Singapore 
Cricket Club and Guildford again. 
Torrential downpour slowed us 
down but never stopped us, we 
managed to somehow win two 
matches 4-2 and 3-2 respectively. 
After playing the most interesting 
style of hockey ever in our lives, 
and ruining the most expensive 
patch of grass in all of Singapore, 
we showered and had a meal in 
the Singapore Cricket Club Dining 
Room. This evening involved 
awards to James Draper for best 

player and Mr Worth from one of 
his friends from the Cricket Club. 
After our meal we walked back 
to the hotel for our last sleep in 
Singapore. 

We woke the next morning to finish 
packing our bags and to travel 
to the airport. The flight was on 
time and scheduled to leave when 
we were told it would, which was 
reassuring to say the least! We 
ate our last meal in Singapore and 
said goodbye to the country we 
had only just met, but already fell 
in love with. Arriving safely in Perth 
that afternoon, the tour was over. 
We gave presents to the fantastic 
staff who gave up their holidays 
from their family and friends to 
attend this tour. We would like to 
give another massive thank you 
to Mr Worth, Mr Pickford and Mr 
Pavlinovich who made the tour 
truly wonderful and an experience 
we will never forget!

Jake O’Brien (Year 11)



WELCOME TO THE second  
edition of MOB news for 2017. As 
the year steadily unfolds so too do 
the numerous MOB events that 
are being arranged by your very 
proactive MOB committee.  

This year will host a number of 
MOB reunions – so a call out to 
past old boys from 1967, 1977, 
1987, 1997 and 2007. Please 
contact Jeremy Logan on 9291 
1500, Logan.jeremy@mazenod.
wa.edu.au for further information.  

Furthermore, based on the 
success from the last MOB cook 
up for the present Year 12s, 
another BBQ is being organised 
for Monday 18th September. The 
aim of these events is to provide 
present Mazenod students the 
opportunity to meet and casually 
chat with past old boys and 
discuss things such as dealing 
with exam nerves, finding work 
and simply helping with balancing 
life’s challenges. As said by 
Mr Richard Kostecki (Mazenod 
College staff member), “I wish I 
had this kind of support when I left 
school. It is events such as this 
that really make a MOB impact on 
our Mazenod community.”  

As MOB prides itself in organising 
block buster events, save the 
following dates:

• High possibility of a “Night 
at the Opera with the 
MOB” featuring a past 
Mazenod Old Boy who is an 
INTERNATIONAL OPERA 
SINGER. Date: 13th or 14th 
October. Time and venue to be 
advised. More details to follow.

• MOB Honour Board ceremony 
– 11th November 2017 – 
Remembrance Day.

• Whilst MOB is not directly 
involved, it is calling on all past 
students to please support 
the Mazenod College Musical 
Little Shop of Horrors – 15th, 
16th, 21st and 22nd July. More 
details are available on Pages 8 
and 9.

A gentle reminder from the 
MOB, with the new financial 
year beginning scholarships 
are available for any current 
Mazenod College student who 
is representing the school in any 
special extra-curricular activity. 
Please contact Jeremy Logan 
on 9291 1500, Logan.jeremy@
mazenod.wa.edu.au for further 
information.  Please note that 
places are limited and to be 
successful all criteria needs to be 
addressed.

SPECIAL MENTIONS  
OF GRATITUDE FROM 
THE MOB 

As many are aware the MOB 
is a non-profit volunteer based 
association that works towards 
assisting the College in promoting 
community after students have 
graduated or left Mazenod.  Much 
of its success relies on acts of 
kindness and donations from its 
members and parents of Mazenod 
College students.  Hence the 
MOB would like to acknowledge 
and thank the following for their 
generous support and acts of 
charity provided:

• The Clarkson family for 
their kind donation towards 
a beautiful park bench that 
will be placed just near the 
Memorial Wall – in loving 
memory of Calan (class of 
2011).

• Dave Vallis, Honorary MOB 
member and Mazenod College 
staff member for his very kind 
donation towards the MOB 
family hardship fund.

• Adrian Pensini (class of 1987), 
the managing director of ADP 
HOME LOANS in Osborne 
Park, for donating towards 
the MOB footy competition 
– the tipping weekly prize 
money has doubled ! Adrian@
adphomeloans.com.au

• Sean Cameron (class of 1982) 
for coordinating the Footy 
Tipping and his footy analysis 
each week.

Congratulations to Paul Stervaggi 
(Year 9) for successfully applying 
for a MOB bursary. MOB wishes 
you all the very best in your up and 
coming event.

•  M A Z E N O D I A N  •14 July 2017

MOB President’s Report

Leo Conti



MOB INITIATIVE – MAZENOD OLD BOYS 
COOK FOR THE YEAR 12s

This new idea of not only serving past students but also 
being involved with the future MOB members proved to be a 
great success. 

The aim was for old boys to cook a BBQ for the Year 12s just 
before their exams and where possible simply chat to a few 
of the boys to reassure them about ‘exam pressure and the 
balance of life’. 

I would say that the ‘words of wisdom’ were no match for the 
sausage in a bun, as it was very evident that the appetite of a 
hungry Year 12 Mazenod student is both large and ferocious 
as the endless supply of sausages very quickly disappeared! 
Thank you to Jeremy Logan, Adrian Conti, Geogi Conti, John 
Keogh, Liam Mallon and Leo Conti for their help in organising 
this event.

MOB INITIATIVE – MAZENOD OLD BOYS  
KOKODA TREK THROUGH PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA

MOB initiative – Mazenod Old Boys Kokoda Trail Trek 
through Papua New Guinea. As I mentioned in the previous 
Mazenodian edition, in commemoration of the 75th 
Anniversary (1942) of Australia’s involvement during the WWII 
conflict, the association wishes to run a MOB Kokoda Trail 
Trek.  

The MOB Kokoda Trek is open to any Mazenod College 
student, staff and family member. This includes Mums, Dads, 
brothers and sisters. A minimum age limit of 18 years is 
required as well as a ‘reasonable’ level of health.  Details can 
be found on page 17 and more information will be posted 
on MOB‘s Facebook as it arises.  An information evening is 
being arranged for July.

Finally, as our committee is always wanting to serve its 
association, we ask MOB members to feel free to attend 
any scheduled MOB meetings (dates listed in this issue) or 
provide suggestions that you believe will make your MOB 
stronger.

Thank you to our very supportive Mazenod Old Boy’s 
community for always strengthening and advocating our 
cause in keeping the spirit of Mazenod College alive.  As 
I will continue to say …”the MOB is only as strong as our 
memberships allow it to be” … and from the increases in 
membership, support and acts of kindness given … it is very 
clear that the MOB is here to stay.

To the MOB community, Oblate Priests, Principal Mr Andrew 
Watson, Mazenod staff, students and parents, I wish 
everyone all the very best.  God Bless.

Always proud to be part of the MOB.

Leo Conti (Class of 1982) 
President MOB
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MAZENOD GOLF DAY 
Date: Monday 21st August 2017 
Time: TBA 
Venue: TBA 
Contact John Keogh for more details (9291 1500)

MAZENOD OLD BOYS FOOTY MATCH 
Date: Friday 15th September 2017 (week 9) 
Time: 4.30pm bounce down 
Venue: Fr MacKintosh Oval Mazenod College

MOB keeping Mazenod College spirit alive

NIGHT AT THE OPERA WITH THE MOB 
Featuring an INTERNATIONAL OPERA SINGER 
Date: Friday 13th OR Saturday 14th October 2017 
Time: TBA 
Venue: TBA 
Contact Jeremy Logan MOB (school based officer) for  
 more details (9291 1500)

MOB supporting the arts

MAZENOD OLD BOYS MASS 
“In loving memory of past old boys” 
Date: Saturday 4th November 2017 
Time: 5pm 
Venue: Mazenod College Chapel

“BRINGING THE SUNDAY SESSION BACK WITH THE 
MOB AT THE KALAMUNDA HOTEL 
Date: Sunday 26th November 2017 
Time: Any time from 3pm onwards 
Venue: Kalamunda Hotel 
Contact John Keogh for more details (9291 1500)

...join us and be part of the MOB

MOB 2017 Committee Meeting Dates 
7.30pm Mazenod College Staff Room:

Term 3  Wednesday 26th July (week 2) 
 Wednesday 30th August (week 7)

Term 4  Wednesday 18th October (week 2) 
 Wednesday 15th November AGM (week 6) 
 Wednesday 6th December (week 9) 
 Planning meeting for 2018 
 
MOB members please feel free to attend any MOB 
meeting or provide any suggestions that you believe  
will make your MOB stronger.

MOB Calendar of Events

MOB Committee Meetings
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MOB Footy Tipping 2017

MOB MEMBERSHIP  
NEEDS YOUR HELP
Do you know a Mazenod  
Old Boy who is not part of the 
MOB?

Help strengthen the MOB by 
passing on the membership 
form found on our website.

MOB SUGGESTION 
BOX
The Mazenod Old Boys 
Association is run by volunteers 
whose aim it is to help others... 
therefore any suggestion on 
how to better improve the MOB 
will be greatly appreciated. 
If there are any queries or 
suggestions, or maybe you 
wish to alert the MOB to 
an issue, please feel free to 
contact:

MOB President 
Leo Conti  Leo.conti@
education.wa.edu.au 

MOB School Liaison Officer  
Jeremy Logan Logan.jeremy@
mazenod.wa.edu.au  
or phone 9291 1500

THE 2017 MAZENOD Old Boys 
Association Footy Tipping Competition 
is in full swing with 111 participants 
including current and past students, 
friends of the Mazenod community and 
frankly anyone who pays their $50 entry 
fee!!

At the conclusion of Round 13 there are 
twelve people within two of the lead, with 
the leader board as follows:

Adam Disisto  Year 12 Student  70

Beau Hemley Teacher 70

Darren Ralston  70

Michael Brajer  69

Justin Mcgowan  69

Paula Rafferty   69

Tyrone Tuohy   69

Basil Conti Class of 1983 69

Bill Riskas  69

James Ralston Year 12 Student  69

Paul Van Luxemborg  68

Eddie Zuin  68

The weekly winners have been:

Round 1 John Dobson  Class of 1987 
 Kade Rafferty  

Round 2 Steve Greenwood  Class of 1982 
 Tim Miller  Class of 2012 
 Matt Sinclair  Class of 1983

Round 3 James Ralston  Year 12 Student

Round 4 Steve Greenwood  Class of 1982

Round 5 Anthony Brescacin  
 
Round 6 Sandra Wilson

Round 7 Steve Johnston

Round 8 Lisa Ballantyne

Round 9 John Evans

Round 10 Jaelan Rafferty 

Round 11 Adrian Conti  Class of 1987

Round 12 Will Pearce  Class of 1983

Round 13 Paula Rafferty 

The winner at the end of the season will 
receive $1,000, second place $400 and 
third place $200. Weekly updates are 
provided in the Mazenod Newsletter: 
http://web.mazenod.wa.edu.au/news-
events/newsletters/

All current students who are participating 
in this year’s competition will shortly 
receive their $10 canteen voucher, we 
thank them for their participation.

The Mazenod Old Boys Association 
is also pleased to announce that from 
Round 13 onwards the weekly prize has 
increased to $100. This increase in prize 
money is in recognition of the number of 
participants and also to try to encourage 
everyone to keep going even if they feel 
they can’t win one of the end of season 
prizes.

Sean Cameron 
Class of 1982

MOB Bursary

Ashley and Dylan Brockbernd (Year 10)

Ethan Carrington (Year 11)

THE OLD BOYS Association would 
like to acknowledge the following 
students for receiving funding through 
the MOBA Bursary to assist them in 
reaching personal goals in areas of high 
achievement.

Ethan Carrington (Year 11): Ethan has 
been selected to play for Western 
Australian in the Indoor Cricket 
National Championships. Funding from 
the Old Boys will go towards flights 
and accommodation to attend the 
championships in Queensland July 1-15.

Ashley and Dylan Brockbernd (Year 10): 
Ashley and Dylan will be representing 
Western Australia in the State Under 16’s 
side. They will be playing one game in WA 
and the remainder in Queensland over 
the July school holidays. We are proud to 
support these boys in reaching their AFL 
goals.

All students can apply for financial 
assistance from the MOBA in various 
areas of the Arts, Science and Technology 
or Sports and Recreation. Contact the Old 
Boys Liaison Officer Jeremy Logan for 
more information.

logan.jeremy@mazenod.wa.edu.au
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MOB Footy Tipping 2017 INAUGURAL MOB Kokoda Track Trek
HI, MY NAME is Bob Huston and 
I am a Mazenod Old Boy (class of 
1978). 

I will be organising and leading 
the inaugural MOB Kokoda Track 
Trek planned for 1–12 October 
2017. This year marks the 75th 
Anniversary of Kokoda Track 
Campaign so it’s a very special 
year to be walking the Track to 
retrace the events and experiences 
of the Diggers and of the Papua 
New Guinea people of that 
momentous campaign in 1942. 

I have walked the Kokoda Track 
three times but have been to 
Papua New Guinea seven times 
trekking in all. All my other treks 
have been in different mountainous 
parts of the country and fortunately 
where very few people have 
trekked before. I’m bit of a PNG 
trekking ‘tragic!’

The Kokoda Track is an amazing 
journey of experiencing PNG 
culture, trekking through pristine 
ancient untouched rainforest, the 
achievement of actually traversing 
over a mountain range wilderness 
via a mountain jungle track and 
following the route and passing 
through old battlefields and 
historic sites reliving our wartime 
history of the mighty Kokoda Track 
Campaign. 

The MOB Kokoda Track trek is 
open to any Mazenod Old Boy to 
join the group. This includes, if he 
would like to trek with, a family 
member(s) (i.e. wife/son/daughter 
or his brother/sister or Mum/Dad) 
or a just good mate. The single 
restriction is the trekking group 
is only open to adults and not 
minors. 

For the trek to happen we need 
a minimum group of 10 definite 
starters and the size of the group 
will be no bigger than 16. I need to 
have this set in stone before 11th 
August 2017. If you are interested, 
are a definite starter or have any 
questions about completing the 
Kokoda Track, please do not 
hesitate to contact me as soon as 
possible (see my contact details 
below). 

Taking on and completing the 
Kokoda Track trek is not an 
extreme walk however it’s certainly 
a solid trek that is testing but you 
can do it and once you start ‘hell 
or high water’ nothing will stop 
you from completing it! When you 
get to the end at Owers Corner 
and you look back to the way you 
have come and know you have 
just completed the Kokoda Track 
and traversed across a mountain 
range – all 96km of it – in the heart 
of PNG the sense of achievement 
is immense!

Hope to see you on the Track!

Cost: 
Trek $3950 
Porter (optional) $750 
Tips (total) $50 
Airfares from Perth to 
   PNG return  ~$1,100 
Travel Insurance  ~$150 
Total:  ~$6,000 
+ Spending money  
of $300 to $400 max

Contact details:  
Robert (Bob) Huston 
H: 9574-6039 
E: bobhuston@westnet.com.au 
M: 0474 301 265
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MOB BBQ for Year 12s

MOB Year 10 Subject Selection

FOR THE LAST seven years the 
Mazenod Old Boys Committee 
have been cooking a sausage 
sizzle to wish the Year 12 students 
all the best in the upcoming exams 
and work experience. The BBQ 
is on the last Friday before the 
commencement of the exam /
work experience period and is 
always welcomed by the forever 
famished students. Thanks to Pep 
and family at Sebastians Butchers 
and Liz Appleby at Bakers Delight 
Kalamunda.

Jeremy Logan

THANK YOU TO the recent graduates who gave up their time 
to speak to Year 10s about what they have learnt since leaving 
Mazenod. These Old Boys gave valuable and most importantly, 
relative information on what to expect in Years 11 and 12. Getting 
advice on what subjects to choose and how they have helped in their 
chosen career path was priceless.

Thank you to Lachlan Beeken (class of 2016), Matthew Alexander 
(class of 2015), Ben Heyward (class of 2015), Harrison Gerhardy (class 
of 2015), Daniel Di Franco (class of 2015), Sean Ford (class of 2015), 
Jayden Flint (class of 2015), Isaac Brown (class of 2015) and Sean 
Taylor (class of 2014).



Class of 2013 Cory Payne

19

Class of 2005 Daniel Paoliello 
AFTER LEAVING MAZENOD I studied Computer Science at Curtin and 
landed a job at Microsoft (Senior Software Engineer, working on the 
Windows Engineering Systems team) shortly before completing my 
honours. 

It was only once I was on the plane to Seattle, Washington that the 
gravity of what I had done hit me, but within a year I had managed to 
convince my eldest brother, Simon (class of 2002), to join me. 

It took a bit longer to convince the final Paoliello brother, Chris (class 
of 2004), to come as well, but fate would have it that his commute to 
college every day led to me meeting Elaine. They carpooled together 
for a year before Chris invited her to a Microsoft board game night 
where we met. Elaine and I got married in October last year in Seattle 
(the wedding was appropriately geeky with board game centerpieces 
and cardboard cutouts of Aragorn and Boba Fett in attendance) and 
we followed it up in March with a second reception in Perth and our 
honeymoon in New Zealand.

RECENTLY CORY PAYNE was awarded People’s Choice 
(sponsored by The Catholic Education) and was a WA state grand 
finalist (SDERA) at The WA Young Achiever’s Award at The Pan 
Pacific. This was a massive achievement for Cory and one that he 
should be very proud of.

Cory was in a very serious car accident when he was 17. He spent 
six months in hospital, learning to walk again. Just two weeks 
after being discharged he walked and finished the 4km HBF “Run 
for a Reason” raising $19,000 for breast cancer research. He has 
continued his fundraising over the past two years, and after this 
year’s HBF run Cory has now raised approximately $40 000 for 
various charities. 

Cory also speaks at schools and clubs to raise safe driver 
awareness to young drivers by telling his story of miraculously 
surviving a horrific car crash in 2014. 

Cory has been doing all the above on a voluntary basis as it is his 
way of thanking the entire community for helping save his life and 
in particular Mazenod College, as his accident was only 3 months 
after he graduated in 2013. Members of the Mazenod Community 
were amazing throughout Cory’s hospital stay and rehabilitation. 
Cory and his family wish to thank the community for their ongoing 
support.
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